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On n Monday the 19th of October, 1767. 
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| Being the Dar of their 8 ELEcTiION: 
0 LUKE the proper Day, being on Sunday the 18th. 


Bo ke Kin! JAMES WILLS, WW. 


— m 


Chaplain to the Society, and Curate of Wurrchunch. 


For being converſant in his Warks, they fearch him diligently, and believe their fight : 
| becauſe the Things are Beautiful that are Seen. Wiſdom Chap. 13. v. 7. 
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PRICE SIX-PENCE, 


r 


TO THE 


PRESIDENT, VICE-PRESIDENT, 
TREASURER, SECRETARY, 
- DIRECTORS, and FELLOWS, 

or THE INCORPORATED | 
SOCIETY oF ARTISTS or 
GREAT-BRITAIN. 


GENTLEMEN, 
| CANNOT on this unexpected Occaſion, omit 
*. congratulating you on the preſent State of Arts in 
Great Britain; or felicitating you on the happy 
Era, when a Great and Beneficent Prince deigns to 
look with a Paternal Eye, on theſe long neglected but 
not undeſerving Children of Peace, whoſe many and 


great advantages to a commercial Country, will I hope 
recommend a cultivation of them to the favour and 


Protection, without which they cannot ſubſiſt; that 
you may make the beſt and worthieſt uſe of 
ſo favourable a Conjuncture, is the ardent Wiſh 


of, 


Your ever ſincere Friend, 
And moſt Humble Servant, 


JAMES WILLS, 
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Jos. 37. V. 14, 


Stand gil, and confider the wond*rous Works of God. 


T HESE Words, as you may find in the preceeding part of 

the Verſe, were ſpoken to Job, by Elihu, one of the 
three, with whom he maintain d the Controverſy, recorded in 
the Book which bears his Name. | 


T a1s Controverſy aroſe from the ſudden, and great Cala- 
mities, with which Job for the trial of his Virtue was viſited, 
it turns on God's diſpenſations to the Children of Men. 


Tnovon we may be free from Calamity, yet as none in the 
ordinary courſe of things, can be exempt from it, it may not, 
cannot be unprofitable, to turn our thoughts to the great Diſ- 
poſer of all things; on whom we depend; and of whom, juſt, 
though inadequate Conceptions, may inforce rectitude of life, 
by Obedience to his Will (which as directed by Chriſt) we 
pray may be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven; alſo in- 
ſpire that patient Reſignation to it, in which true Fortitude 
conſiſts, 


"* Ix 
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(2) 
Ir is in FIRE to this, to our forming ſome ſuch Concep- 
tions, we are by the text, buſied, hurryed as we may be, in 


the various purſuits of Pleaſure, Ambition, or Intereſt; call'd 


on to ſtop, to ſtay, reſpite, and ſuſpend thele ; we are bid, 
we are commanded to ſtand ſtill, and conſider, the wond'rous 
Works os God. 


0 - 


How this may conduce to our attaining juſt Conceptions 
of him, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew ; for it will appear to any 
who reflect, that it is not what we were told when Children, 
it is not a Word, a Name, fo often prophan'd, can tell, or 


teach us what God is'; and yet it is to be fear'd, the com- 


mon Notions of God are little better, and that the too general 
Ignorance i in this teſpect, as it ever did, does now, and ever 
will prove a fource of 1 2 80 

For to what but this can we impute, ſuch preſumptuous 
Efofions, as are not conſiſtent with due Conceptions of this 
awfull Being; whoſe Ways are not as our Ways, or whoſe 


Thoughts as our Thoughts; or that they ever were, or are 


attended; while the ſober, rational, and ſublime Truths, 
that concern the divine Attributes, alt o' ſuch, as God is 
pleaſ'd to manifeſt himſelf to us by, are receiv'd coldly, 


heat'd wun indifference, reach not the Hearts, but ſlcep in 
the Lars of Men. 


Wu Ar we are +oliment in this is, the Conſequence ; for 
if this firſt Truth cf Religion, be not truly. eſficaciouſly 
iropreſſ'd on Mens Minds, tho' they, as to a Stranger, may 
ſay it ſome ceremonious obſcrvances, tey will not yet ad- 


mit 


12 


mit it to their Breaſts as a ruling principle, form themſelves 
by its precepts, be eee . its e e or aw d by 


its n 


As to the knowledge of God bs his « Works, let us note, that 
we begin our Creed, by profeſſing we believe, he is the Maker 
of Heaven and Earth ; the Creator of all things viſible, and 


inviſible. 


tu che ohlTelament we elch 6nd; in 6p, 880 to Iddla: 
try. Gods Attributes ever exemplifyed 855 references to his 


Works. 


In the new, we e find St. Paul i in his Epiſtle to the Romans, 
the firſt Chapter, hath theſe Words ; for the inviſible Things 
of him, are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the Things that 
are made; theſe are the Things viſible, of which we profeſs to 
believe God to be the Maker, and which we are to ſtand ſtill 
and conſider, for a light, a caſual, a paſſing and tranſient 
view, ſhall not ſuffice; we are not to look {lightly on them, as 
on a Book in an unknown Language or Character, but to ſtand 
ſtill, and deliberately, duly attend them; we are to fummon 
all our Faculties, to contemplate the wond'rous Works amidſt 
which we are plac'd ; the objects of aſtoniſhmeat and delight, 
with which we are ſurrounded, 


Now though all we perceive by our ſenſes, all we hear, fecl, 
ſee or underſtand, the ſenſes alſo themſelves, the means of 
our perceptions are God's Works; I ſhall yet chiefly confine 
mytelf to thoſe which attract the fight ;- with whoſe Beauties, 

hs 


1 


#5 you more particularly attend them, you are more intimately 


acquainted, and proportionally .charm'd ; with what ardour 
are you impell'd? what labour? what indefatigable, and 
never-ceaſing pains do you take, in the imitation of them? 


and bow. pleaſ d, ſativy'd; how A if with any de- 


| e of I 


Tur . of Kab not of yours only, but of 
other human arts, is, that it habituates the Mind to ſpecu- 


lation, to fee defign and contrivance means, and an end in 
that, which an ignorant Perſon overlooks, and of which 


he ſees nothing; what for inſtance are Geometrical lines or 
figures to ſuch a one? or written pieces of Muſick ? which 
yet to an intelligent Eye raiſe Ideas of the moſt aden 


| PS. of Sounds. 


% \ 


Tuar we may profit by the Injunction in the Text, as 
oy we ſtand ſtill to view ſome ſtately Edifice, conſider the 
accurate Proportion of its parts, their Symmetry to each 


other, with the Conſtruction and grand reſult of the Whole; 
all is refer'd to the Skill of the Architect; ſo in like manner, 


whether we attend the peculiar Beauty of particular Objects, 


or contemplate though compoſed of many, the awfull Scenes 


we daily, nightly behold; ought we to refer theſe to the 


Supreme Wiſdom and Power of God; and to behold them 


with that veneration which is due to theſe viſible, but never 


ſilent Teſtimonies of the inviſible things of him. 


Here let us obſerve, that things of little moment, if un- 
common (ſuch is our want of reflection) are more apt to 
move 
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move us than thoſe, how wonderful ſoever, which are al- 
ways before us, ever in our ſight; thus we are more ſurprized 
-at ought out of the common courſe of Nature, than at the 
-moſt amazing, and wonderful regularity of its productions; 
and hence it is, we daily, nightly, hourly behold, the 
moſt Glorious Works of God, without thinking of infering 
from, or refering theſe to him. 


Anwp will any fay this is being truly religious, ſurely if we 
love, or would love God, we ought to attend every illuſtra- 
tion of his attributes, every thing that may incite us to, or 
implant, or improve this affection in our breaſts ; we are 
neither to be incurious, or inattentive to ought, that con- 
cerns him. 


For to inſtance this in a leſs Matter, ſhould a Work of 
Art, be ſet before you, a Compoſition, in which an Aſſem- 
blage of Colours and Forms, previous to conſideration filled 
the Eyes with delight; in which the warmth and glowing 
brightneſs of Day are happily emulated ; in which an af- 
fecting intereſting Story is repreſented with the decorum and 
hiſtorical truth of a judicious Writer; in which the Cha- 
racters are juſt ; the Proportions determined, with that ele- 
gance and preciſion. which offends not the Eye by a labour'd 
exactneſs, the Paſſions expreſſd with energy and propriety ; 
would you not be fill'd with admiration ? be impatient to 
know its Author? and ought you, or can any be leſs fo of 
the Author of the real Objects, which theſe repreſent ? and 
of which theſe are at beſt, but poor, feeble, and faint 
Imitations. | | 

C Bur 


[6 ] 

Bur here (to ſet the abſurdity of a ſtrange, yet ancient 
opinion before you) ſuppoſe doubts to ariſe concerning the 
Author of ſuch a Work, ſhould any pretend it to be a pro- 
duction of Chance, that its ſmall or minute Parts of their 
own meer motion, accidentally met, and though endued 
with no knowledge, arranged themſelves fo as to produce it; 
would you conceive him to be in his right mind ? what then 
can you think of thoſe? who have ſuggeſted this of the 
Original and real Objects? not of a Work of Art, that re- 
quired no more than human ability to perform, but of this 
awfull and majeſtick Frame, the World which we inhabit? 
where Beauty and Order are ſo manifeſt? where the apt 
configuration and fitneſs of parts for uſe ? the variation of 
Forms? ſo as to produce thoſe harmonious relations which 
delight the Eye no leſs than muſick doth the Ear? that va- 
riegation of Colour, in Fruits, Flowers and Animals, of all 
kinds? which are ſo inimitable ? and with which you are 
ſo captivated ? you who attached to the ſtudies of theſe ; do 
ſtand ſtill and conſider them? you who are not able to ſpeak 
of them in common Terms ? or without Emotion? being 
ever full of an inexpreſſible Admiration of them? and are 
theſe my Brethren ? can they be the Work of Chance. 


Bur let us for our Edification on this momentous ſubject, 
turn our Eyes from theſe, let us raiſe them to the Heavens, 
for they as the Pſalmiſt faith declare the Glory of God; let 
us behold in them the ſtupendious Evidences thereof ; the 
Suns bright Ocb, which at the divine command, when God 
faid let there be Light, inſtantaneouſly roſe, and with its 


ſplendors filled the immenſity of Space; let us conſider the 
| | Moon, 


T % 1] 


Moon, pale regent of the Night, with the Stars her filver 
Train, whoſe immenſurable diſtances, though Bodies of vaſt 
magnitude, render them but as lucid. points to our Eyes; let 
us conſider who hath ſuſpended theſe ponderous Orbs in, or 
— their Courſe through the pathleſs Void; who 
faith unto them, hitherto ſhall ye paſs, and no farther; I ſay 
let us confider theſe, and the Truth will glare upon us, it 
will be as apparent as theſe are, that they are the Works, 
the glorious Works of God, the Demonſtrations of a Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, adequate to them. | 


Bur to deſcend from theſe, let us confider the gratefull 
viciſſitudes of Seaſons, of Summer and Winter, Spring, and 
Autumn, with all their various yet oppoſite beauties ; for all 
have their Beauties, the enlivening Spring, the gaudy Sum- 
mer; the rich luxuriant redundant Autumn, and even the 
ſteril Winter, when the Earth is bound and frozen, and the 
Heavens dark, gloomy and threatening. 


To this let us alſo conſider, the innumerable Beings that 
like us partake of Life; with the progreſſive, continued, 
and continuing Series of every kind ; all ſuſtained, none neg- 
lefted ; not a Sparrow falls to the ground unnoticed, not a 
Hair of our Heads but is numbered ; let- us conſider, that 
he who feedeth the Behemoth the mightieſt Beaſt of the 
Foreſt, and giveth to the huge Leviathan the fathomleſs 
Deeps for his dwelling, careth for the induſtrious Bee, and 
inſtructeth the ſmall but frugal Ant: and what muſt or can 
we conclude, but that nothing is too vaſt or aſtoniſhing for 
God's power, or too minute for his providential regard. 

Ir 
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Ir we underſtand, and have underſtood theſe plain Truths; 
if we comprehend from the Ideas I have endeavoured to excite, 
the. inference, which if we. reaſon at all is unavoidable u 
let us then confider, who endued us with a capacity to un- 
derſtand, or to reaſon, or to comprehend theſe or any Truths 
that concern the divine Nature, and for what Purpoſe, for if 
this as given of God, it muſt as he doth nothing in vain be 
for a'Purpoſe, for no other creature is endued with Faculties 
to this end, and yet the Inſtincts of theſe are all for a Pur- 
poſe, they are adapted to every Species, and to direct them; 
and is this comprehenſive Power ? this Reaſon ? that leads us 
to the knowledge of God, and which is peculiat to our kind 
to none to no. purpoſe ?- have ve a ſenſe of Deſign, Con- 
trivance, Order and Beauty in the viſible Works of God, to 
no purpoſe ? is a ſenſe of theſe to have no effect on our Minds: 
are not our Souls filled by theſe with awfull apprehenſions of 
the divine Nature, of the Wiſdom, Power and Greatneſs of 
God ? are we not alſo poſſeſſed from his tender Mercies viſible 
over all his Works, with Love of him? and if theſe if F ear 
and Love are, or ought to be the imprefirons reſulting from? 
are they not the Purpoſe of our underſtanding ſo far God's 
Works? and are we not thus, by natural Reaſon, on the 
evidence of our Senſes, led to the firſt Command of revealed 


Religion ? 


IT is not my brethren, that I conceive you are leſs ap- 
prized of the truths that concern this awful being, than 
other Men, I addreſs you on this head; but that from the 
Nature of ) our ſtudies I conceive you are, or ought to be 
mote capable of this kind of proof; and t lat you may ever, 

in 


"IR 
in your ordinary and neceſſary attention to God's Works, 
remember what is due from you and all Men to _ Author 
4 _ | 


10 this 12 me add, thed if the Faculties, the Under-- 
Randing” we are endued with, capacitates us for the know- 
ledge of God, that knowledge muſt yet have a farther re- 
lation than the concerns of this life, for might not Inſtinct 
if our being terminated here, if the Soul periſhed with the 
Body, have ſuffic'd for all the Purpoſes of it? as it does to 
other Creatures; and may we not hence infer, what preſent 
advantages ſoever we reap from the Powers of the mind? that 
theſe are not yet the great and ultimate Purpoſe of them, 
but that they relate to a farther extent of our being, for 
which the impreſſions _ are to fill us now with, are to fit, 


and Prepare us. 
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Ir is this extent of our being, we are to attend; and not 
to be ſo abſorbed in Preſent things, as to be unmindfull of the 
Future; while we heſitate in doubt and uncertainty, time 
flies, and whites we fay it is, it paſſes, and is gone; there is, 
nothing required in reſpe& to our future, which is inconſiſtent 
with our preſent happineſs, nay which may not greatly con- 
tribute, add to it. Nothing we need forego on this account, 
which in the diſpaſſionate Eye of Reaſon may be deemed an 
Enjoyment ; let us not therefore be witheld by prejudices 
imbibed to religion from the practice of Men of any denomi- 
nation, ſo as to omit ought neceſſary to ourſelves ; let us 
not form our Notions. of it from the polluted Stream, but 

D for 
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for this end have . to the Holy "PEN che be 


Fountains of Truth, ſoberly, rationally interpreted. 

Tur excellence of the Precepts contained in cheſs my 
W and of Chriſtianity in particular, if Men would 
live according to, and in the exerciſe of the divine Virtues 
it inculcates; would carry ſuch a ſure and internal Conviction 


with them, that they are of God, as Chriſt refered to, when 


he ſaid my Doctrine is not mine but his that ſent me; if any 
Man will do his Will, he ſhall know of the Doctrine whe- 


ther it be of God: let us then act according to what may be 


known, or is conſiſtent with God's Attributes of his wk 
and owe W. to e will ceaſe. 


| rden is but one thing my e we wals ock de © can 
call our own, or carry with us; or which if we might carry 
ought elſe, could be of ſervice to us; it is yet in the power, 


as much of the meaneſt, as of the greateſt; it is the Teſtimony 


of a Conſcience void of offence, that which alone can in- 
ſpire an humble yet ſure reliance on God, that which is more, 
and of more worth, than all the acquirements I this World, 
even thoſe of Ambition, of which the flaves to it, ſhall not 
only be deprived, but when they are to account for their actions, 
the blood ſpilt by them; for the indulgence of their impious 
Vanity, ſhall be affrighted at the records of their own Glory. 


Ws all deſire Happineſ, it is certain in nothing but a 
faithfull diſcharge of our duty; there is nothing ſure or 
permanent hut a conſcicuſneſs of this, nothing which we 

| Cannot 


| cannot be deprived of, nothing of which our opinions may 
not, cannot alter or vary, but this. 


Ler us therefore confider what good we can do ourſelves, 
or put others on doing by our Example; this I ſpeak to you 
my Brethren lately connected by a Royal Charter, to incite 
you to apply what you may to render it beneficial ; the Britiſh 
Genius riſing from its depreſſion, now . annually and de- 
ſervedly claims. the Attention of the Publick ; may it con- 
tinue to do ſo, and may diſcountenanced Merit no longer pine 
in ſecret ; your next caer is, that thoſe who admire the Artiſt, 
may approve the Man; this depends on an exemplary be- 
haviour, which is not only a duty, but a deference due to 
your own Characters; pretenders to goodneſs are very cen- 
ſorious, let them have no advantage from your want of cir- 
cumſpection; Skill is neither to be acquired or tetained in 
your Arts without Temperance, this is the ſource of other 
Virtues, let them follow it ; may you be united, for therein 
conſiſts your ſtrength, but this muſt be effected by mutual 
good offices; let love therefore be without Diſſimulation, 
Emulation without Envy; ſtudy to heal not to promote 
Strife; finally Brethren as a proper direction for your Conduct, 
I conclude with St. Paul's advice to the Philippians ; what- 
ſoever things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, what- 
ſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever 
things are lovely, whatſoever things are of good report; if 
there be any Virtue, if therg, be any Praiſe, think on theſe 
things; which that we all may, God of his infinite Mercy ' 
Grant. | | 
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